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“ En hoexkens ende boexkens.” 

We are indebted to the kindness of Messrs. Macmillan for the gift of a 
number of books for the use of the House of Education. Some of them are 
among the most intrinsically valuable of their kind, and we shall have much 
pleasure in returning the compliment by introducing them to those of our 
readers to whom they may be unknown. Notices of these and other gifts 
will be found in our review columns in this and succeeding months. 

Globe Readings from Standard Authors . A Book of Golden Deeds. 
Gathered and narrated by the Author of “ The Heir of Redclyfife.” Globe 
8vo, cloth, 2 s. (Macmillan : London and New York.) 

This is a very cheap edition of this favourite book, of which sixteen editions 
have previously appeared. Many of the great — we ought rather to say the 
greatest— deeds of heroism which shine out in the pages of the historians are 
here narrated at much greater length and in a much more attractive manner 
than is possible in the abridged manuals that are put into the hands of 
young people. Miss Yonge has tried to make these stories inspiring, to 
kindle by these stirring examples of self-denial, of courage, and devotion a 
like spirit in the minds of her readers. “ Surely,” she says, “ it must be a 
wholesome contemplation to look on actions, the very essence of which is 
such entire absorption in others that self is not so much renounced as 
forgotten ; the object of which is not to win promotion, wealth, or success, 
but simple duty, mercy, and loving-kindness.” 

We think it is well that some stories, over which a cloud of doubt has 
fallen, have not been given up by Miss Yonge. If we were to abandon 
everything in either ancient or modern history which cannot be verified, or 
of which contradictory accounts are given on equally good authority, many 
of the finest acts of heroism which old-world traditions, poems, and sagas 
have brought down to us would “pass into nothingness.” Stories like that 
of Tell may be exploded as literally true by historical criticism, but the fact 
remains that the heroism of which they tell existed as a cardinal fact, and 
there were outward facts in which it was illustrated not dissimilar in 
character to the recorded legend. That the heroism has been handed down 
from generation to generation is itself a proof that at one time or another, 
in one form or another, the hero himself was there and the heroic deed was 
actually done. 

\\ e are glad, therefore, that Miss Yonge retains in her collection the 
Legend of St. Genevieve, the Letter of Gertrude von der Wart, the stories of 
c) s of Calais, that of the Dragon of Rhodes, and the account of young 
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Casabianca. In these, as she says, the thread of truth there must be in 
them has developed into such a beautiful tissue, that, even if unsubstantial 
when tested, it is surely delightful to contemplate. 

We almost owe an apology to our readers for recommending so well- 
known and deservedly esteemed a book as this, but new generations of 
readers are constantly rising to whom even the oldest and best known 
favourites may be introduced without impertinence. 

We should like to see books of this kind more clearly printed. The type 
in this case is admirable, but the paper is rather too thin and transparent, 
necessitating the use of too little ink, and resulting in a blurred and in- 
distinct effect which tires the eye. 

The Fairy Book: The Best Popular Fairy Stories. Selected and 

rendered anew, by the Author of “John Halifax, Gentleman.” (Golden 
Treasury Series). New Edition, 2s. 6 d. net. (Macmillan : London and 
New York.) 

All lovers of good books must feel heartily grateful to Messrs. Macmillan 
for bringing out the new half-crown edition of one of the most charming 
series of books published in any language, the series which took its name 
from Francis Turner Palgrave’s almost perfect selection of English songs 
and lyrics. Although the field from which they have been selected is of 
the very widest, it has not been sought to publish as many works as could 
possibly be collected into a single series, but to make a very eclectic choice 
so that each book should rank as among the very best of its kind. This 
Fairy Book certainly takes that place. Brought out first in 1863, it has been 
reprinted no less than six times — the first five editions being in the more 
expensive form. We well remember the chorus of praise with which it was 
hailed on its first appearance, and it must have been among the most cherished 
friends of many of our readers in their childhood. How many thousands of 
very young readers must have stolen away into what Robert Louis Stevenson 
calls “ the dear land of story-books ” with this volume in their hands, and 
filled their imaginations with the valorous adventures and marvellous 
histories of the long procession of fairy heroes and heroines that moves in 
such picturesque fashion through these pages ! Here, if anywhere, are 
“the shores of old Romance !” Here is the Eldorado of our childhood. 
Here are the “shining levels of the lakes and blue inland seas” where 
we went 

“ Sailing far away 
To the pleasant Land of Play ; 

To the fairy land afr.r 
Where the little people are ! ” 

The editor tells us quite frankly that this “ is meant to be the best 
collection attainable of that delight of all children, and of many grown 
people who retain the child-heart still — the old-fashioned time-honoured 
classic fairy-tale.” “It has been compiled,” she says, “ from all sources— 
far-off and familiar ; when familiar the stories have been traced with care to 
their original form, which, if foreign, has been re-translated, condensed, and 
in any other needful way made suitable for modern British children. 5 

Within the prescribed limits we may say that this aim has not only been 
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attained but attained with an added grace of manner and charm of style 
such as we had a right to expect from so delightful a story-teller as the 
Authoress of “John Halifax.” Wherever, in any children’s library, this 
book is wanting, we recommend our readers to lose no time in filling up the 


blank. 

An Easy History of England ; Dealing more especially with Political 
History. (For Standards VI. and VII.) By S. R. GARDINER. (London : 
Longmans.) This capital little book has, unfortunately, some defects : it is 
without an index; the “brief outline ” at the end, occupying nearly thirty 
pages, is in too small type ; dates are not printed at the head of the pages 
or chapters ; and it contains some remarkably poor and sensational illustra- 
tions, among others which are quite suitable. How so eminent an historian 
as Mr. Gardiner can have permitted them to disfigure this otherwise 
admirable school-book is a mystery. The pretentious cover, we may add 
is also in bad taste. We should like very much to see more harmony 
between the matter of the book and its form. Some may think this is of 
Itttle consequence, but they should remember that we have to educate the 
eye as well as the understanding, and that it is through the eye as much as 
the ear that the mind is informed. 


Apart from these external faults the little book is worthy of Mr. Gardiner, 
and that is saying as much for it as can be said. It is really one of the most 
hopeful and gratifying signs of our times, that men of the highest eminence 
in science and literature and in that most important, perhaps, of all branches 
of knowledge, the history of our race, should be so ready as they are to 
retire a while from their special studies to give their time to the teaching of 
the youngest student. It is not so long since nearly all our educational 
manuals were the production of a class of compilers, who were booksellers’ 
hacks in the first place, historians and men of science in the second. Many 
of them got their knowledge from the first books which chanced to come in 
their way. Iland-to-mouth caterers for an uncritical public, they were the 

° f ilteratUrC ‘ The “ ra &S ecl notions and babblements” of 
which Milton complained long continued to be their staple. How widelv 

2JE D , -“. iUhe r M ? t day ’ When thC teacher who is^live to hildu y 
and his privilege, and to the interest of his pupils, can command the service's 

inVeStigat0rS ~ the best Cities -d theTbS 

h J S1 °' yot island treated 
introducing politics into th i, T '’X timid a ^ out this, and be afraid of 
and all poHtics historv PnV, i gMy viewed ’ a11 histor V is politics 
of society. It is the know.e" r ‘ he u Science of orderly evolution 
communities can get alono- ton-eth 1 ° CSt Way wh ' cl1 men living in 
sacrificing the liberty of the ind^ d common good without 

to be silem about pohtJs mu teaCher > therefore > wishes 

of his pupils a blank as to the ho • ^ * S listor y-books, and leave the minds 
and as to the lives JS ^ ^S^ 1 * 8 *.*** f° Wth ° f lhe English nation, 
made it what it is ‘ C laracters °f all the great men who have 

We f "' “ C "' ai “ dCbl * *»*- <0 Mr. Gardiner f„, his assertion of 
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the intimate connection — or oneness, rather — of history and politics in so 
introductory a manual as this. It is only an outline of course, and only a 
brief outline, but as far as it goes it is a little handbook of political wisdom, 
such as indeed its author could not help making it. Fairness, impartiality, 
sound judgment, keen appreciation of character, and the utmost attainable 
accuracy are what every one credits to Mr. Gardiner, whatever party they 
may belong to, and those who are fortunate enough to derive their first 
historical impressions from his writings will not in future have much to 
unlearn. 

As a very slight specimen of the style and spirit of the book, take this 
passage, on 

“Alfred’s Government— Alfred seemed to be worse off than his 
grandfather had been. He had only half of England instead of the whole of it. 
He was, however, one of those men of whom the old saying was true : that 
the half is more than the whole. Not how much a man has is important to 
him ; but what he does with that which he has. Alfred set to work to make 
his own kingdom worth living in. He collected good laws, and with the 
consent of his chief men ordered them to be obeyed. He was ready at 
every moment to turn his attention to the wants of his subjects, to guide 
them in war against their enemies, to instruct them in peace in all the 
learning that he could acquire. He was so good a king because he thought 
first of being a good man ; because he longed to do justly, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with his God ; not because he thought it his duty so to 
do, but because he chose the higher life as altogether lovely in itself. It 
brought to him, as it brings to every man, labour and sorrow in toiling for 
those who are unworthy and thankless ; but his reward was not merely that 
all later generations have looked back to him as the noblest of English kings, 
but that he himself grew nobler with striving for the welfare of others. 

Fortunate indeed are those young people who read English history 
written after this fashion. The maps which accompany the text are excellent, 
and if a number of poitraits could be given in future editions as good as the 
admirable ones of Charles I. and his wife in place of the illustrations to 
which we have objected the book would not suffer. 

The Heroes j or, Greek Fairy Tales for my Children. By Charles 
Kingsley. Crown 8 vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. (Macmillan : London and New\ 01 c.) 
Charles Kingsley’s “ Heroes” has, as every one knows, become an English 
classic. It was first published in 1855, and was at once recognised as the 
best rendering of the Greek mythological stories that had been done foi 
children. Following the historian Niebuhr, who wrote a volume of the same 
kind for his own children, and Hawthorne, who, in his “ Wonder Book and 
“ Tanglewood Tales,” had dealt with the same subjects in a lighter vein, 
Charles Kingsley infused into these old-world legends a life and spirit and 
touch of reality, by the aid of which he knew so well howto awaken the 
interest and sympathy of his young readers. Genial, open-hearted, sym- 
pathetic, simple, frank and full of fun-with earnest purposes behind 
laughter — Charles Kingsley easily reached the heart of a child and planted 

an abiding friendship there. , . 

Prefaces are dull reading, but the preface to this little book is an exception, 
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and it seems to us that the note of all the chapters which follow is struck in 

the *NoTTlove these old Hellens heartily ; and I should be very ungrateful 
to them if I did not, considering all they have taught me ; and they seem to 
me like brothers , though they have all been dead and gone many hundred 
years ago. So as you must learn about them whether you choose or not, 
I wish to be the first to introduce you to them, and to say, ‘ Come hither, 
children , at this blessed Christmas-time, when all God's creatures should 
rejoice together, and bless Him who redeemed them all. Come and see 
old friends of mine, whom I knew long ere you were born. They are come 
to visit us at Christmas, out of the world where all live to God ; and to tell 
you some of their old fairy tales, which they loved when they were young 
like you.’ 

“ For nations begin at first by being children like you, though they are 
made up of grown men. They are children at first like you— men and women 
with children’s hearts ; frank, and affectionate ; and full of trust, and 
teachable, and loving to see all the wonders round them, and greedy also, 
too often, and passionate and silly, as children are. 

“ Thus these old Greeks were teachable and learnt from all the nations 
round. From the Phoenicians they learnt ship-building, and some say 
letters beside ; and from the Assyrians they learnt painting, and carving, 
and building in wood and stone ; and from the Egyptians they learnt 
astronomy, and many things which you would not understand. In this 
they were like our own forefathers, the Northmen, of whom you love to 
hear ; who, though they were wild and rough themselves, were humble and 
glad to learn from any one. 

“ Now while they were young and simple they loved fairy tales as you do 
^ 11 . nat,ons d° so when the y ar e young : our old forefathers did, and 

of the f ,T , Sa f a t’ 1 wlU read you some of theni some day-some 

The u f thC X° IUSP *> and Beowulf - and the noble old Romances. 

Slhts The Tp th *", ta ' CS ’ Which we c all the ‘Arabian 

from which Jomans had theirs and they called them ‘Fabukc,’ 

‘Ztlrni' frnm h W °I C0mes; but the 0]d Helle "s called theirs 

ofd Romancer h' h ^ ne ' V " ord ‘ myth ’ is ‘aken. But next to those 
Id Romances winch were written in the Christian middle acx e there are 

and^makLe ch n 656 ^ GrC £ k ° neS ’ f ° r beaut y an d wisdom’ and truth, 
through.” g n ° Ve n ° ble deeds > an d trust in God to help them 

his book “The Heroes ”ald S Jh ^ S ™ pIe ’ man,y En R lish > why he called 
and call it “heroic” to c„f,v ' Y - %e C ? a n ° ble man a bero t0 this day, 
fellow-men “ We mil Sff a " d gnef > that we ma y do Rood to our 
we ought to do it Tor h ' •’ my chi,d «"’ boys a " d girls alike ; and 

more clear But you shall 1 n< ? w ^ an ever > anc ^ safer, and the path 

three thousand X" Hd '“ S Said «■- "eroes 

of them; you are rmt i 1CS are not true > c °urse, nor half 

them is true and true f' mP 6 Cn ° Ugb to fanc y tha t ; but the meaning of 

you.” It is’ no wonder ThaT^’ ^ that ' S D .° rigbt ’ and God will help 

ie ove and faith in the heart of the man, his 
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sympathy, his direct appeal to what is best in us, his sincerity and his charity 
that hopeth all things, have endeared the name of Charles Kingsley to many, 
many thousands of readers wherever the English language is spoken In’ 
his words one seems to feel the hearty grasp of his hand, to see the light in 
his keen eyes, and to hear the affectionate tones of his voice. There was a 
message which he had to deliver— one that will be found many times 
repeated throughout his books : it is contained in the closing words of this 
one : In those old Greeks and in us also, all strength and virtue come 

from God. But if men grow proud and self-willed, and misuse God ! s fair 

gifts, He lets them go their own ways and fall pitifully God help us 

all, and give us wisdom and courage to do noble deeds ! but God keep 
pride from us when we have done them, lest we fall and come to shame ! ” 



